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castes like Bagdis, Bauris, Bhuiyas have exogamous sections
bearing names derived from plants, animals, or material objects.
Some have called these castes totemistic but a careful examina-
tion of the information available shows that this inference is not
legitimate. Exogamy is a common form of social organization
found in many a society and is in no way a proof of the exis-
tence of totemism. These exogamous sections also do not wor-
ship the plant, animal, or material object from which they derive
their names, This is a vital part of totemism in other parts of the
world. Further, they do not seem to trace in their legends des-
cent fr6m the plant, animal or material object after which they
are named. It should be mentioned that the totermc relation-
ship which is believed to exist amongst them is in no way con-
nected with food taboos, for many of the so-called totems are
not edible things. The existence of names derived from plants,
animals, or material objects must, therefore, have some other
explanation. Perhaps it was due to accidental association in
the early stages of a group's life.

Villages and Caste Quarters

The depressed class people live mostly in common villages
where men of other castes, both high and depressed, are also
found, though occasionally a depressed caste may have a sepa-
rate village of its own. But it is only the numerically more im-
portant * castes like the Chamars, Dosadhs, Bhangis or castes
living on the outskirts of forests or in unhealthy places who have
separate villages. Every common village has its own comple-
ment of the Chamar, Dhobi and Bhangi families, for it is difficult
to find any one else to do the work commonly done by mem-
bers of these castes. For instance, who but a Bhangi would
work as a sweeper and who but a Dhobi would wash clothes? In
addition to performing certain essential services for the benefit
of the village community, the depressed classes supply the
labour force necessary for agricultural and non-agricultural pur-
poses. It may be pointed out that men belonging to other than
the above three depressed castes need not necessarily be found
in ^yery common village.

In such villages the houses of depressed caste people are
generally separated from those of other castes. Further, the